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REPORT. 


Owing  to  alterations  on  the  Laws,  adopted  by  Special 
Assembly  of  Academicians  held  on  19th  April  and  con- 
firmed on  8th  May — changing  the  date  of  the  Annual 
General  Meeting  from  the  second  Wednesday  of  November 
to  the  second  Wednesday  of  March — the  Council  declared 
at  the  last  Annual  Assembly  have  had  the  high  privilege 
of  serving  the  Academy  for  the  long  term  of  sixteen 
months  instead  of  the  usual  twelve,  and  they  now  proceed 
with  pleasure  to  make  their  Eeport  concerning  the 
Academy’s  affairs  for  the  period  ending  31st  December 
1907.  Before  doing  so,  they  desire  to  record  their  sym- 
pathy with  Sir  James  Guthrie  in  his  somewhat  serious 
illness  during  the  autumn  of  1906,  their  admiration  of 
his  devotion  to  the  interests  of  the  Academy  during  the 
period  of  convalescence  which  followed — both  when  at 
his  country  residence  and  later  when  abroad — and  their 
gratitude  for  the  measure  of  restored  health  he  now  enjoys. 
During  Sir  James’s  absence  Mr.  Hippolyte  J.  Blanc  acted 
as  his  Deputy. 

I.  The  Eighty- first  Exhibition  was  opened  to  the  public 
on  Saturday,  2nd  February,  and  closed  on  Saturday,  1st  June. 
It  consisted  of  410  Paintings  in  Oil  and  Water-Colour, 
39  works  in  Sculpture,  70  Architectural  Drawings  (in- 
cluding Photographs  of  buildings  exhibited  by  their 
Architects)  with  28  Miniatures  and  Black  and  White 
Drawings. 
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The  Council  have  pleasure  in  reporting  that  interest  in 
the  Exhibition  was  fairly  well  maintained,  though,  con- 
sidering their  recent  efforts  to  improve  the  lighting  of  the 
galleries,  they  are  somewhat  disappointed  with  the  evening 
attendance.  It  is  all  the  more  gratifying  to  be  able  to 
state  that  the  sales  have  greatly  exceeded  the  average  of 
recent  years,  and  it  is  hoped  that  this  may  be  taken  to 
indicate  a revival  of  interest  in  native  art.  Your  Council 
desire  to  express  their  deep  indebtedness  to  the  Earl  of 
Elgin  for  so  kindly  allowing  his  valuable  equestrian  portrait 
of  the  Count-Duke  Olivares,  by  Velasquez,  to  fill  the  place 
vacated  by  the  unavoidable  withdrawal  of  Mr.  Sargent’s 
portrait  group  of  the  Misses  Hunter,  during  the  closing 
weeks  of  the  Exhibition;  and  to  Sir  Thomas  Gibson 
Carmichael  for  his  good  offices  in  obtaining  this  favour. 

II.  Your  Council  have  to  record  the  retirement  of  two 
of  their  office-bearers.  Letters  were  received  from  Mr. 
Hay  and  Mr.  Hutchison,  intimating  their  desire  to  demit 
their  respective  offices  of  Secretary  and  Treasurer  at 
an  early  date.  The  Council  reported  this  desire  to  an 
Assembly  of  Academicians  held  11th  January  1907  when 
it  was  agreed  to  accept  these  resignations,  and,  having  done 
so,  the  following  minute  was  drawn  up  to  be  inserted  in 
their  books. 

Excerpt  from  Minutes  of  Assembly  of  Academicians 
held  11th  January  1907  : — 

“It  was  unanimously  resolved  that  the  Academy  cannot  part 
with  the  services  of  Mr.  George  Hay  (whose  resignation  of  the 
office  of  Secretary  of  the  Royal  Scottish  Academy  was  previously 
intimated)  without  recording  its  deep  sense  of  the  value  of  the 
services  rendered  by  him  to  the  Academy  during  the  long  period 
of  twenty-five  years. 
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‘‘Mr.  Hay’s  connection  with  the  Academy  dates  from  the  year 
1857,  and  from  that  time  he  has  continued  a loyal  and  successful 
contributor  to  its  annual  exhibitions.  Elected  an  Associate  in  1863, 
and  an  Academician  in  1876,  he  was  appointed  Secretary  in  1881, 
and  has  held  office  under  four  Presidents,  by  whom,  as  by  the  long 
succession  of  Academicians  and  Associates  of  his  time,  he  has  been 
held  in  the  highest  regard. 

“ Many  changes  have  naturally  been  evolved  during  his  tenure 
of  office,  but  in  all  Mr.  Hay  has  taken  the  deepest  and  most  active 
interest,  and  his  unfailing  kindness  and  courtesy  in  his  dealings 
with  members  of  the  Academy,  and  those  with  whom  his  office 
brought  him  in  contact,  have  done  much  to  continue  for  the 
Academy  the  kindly  respect  which  at  all  times  it  has  experienced 
from  kindred  Corporations  in  other  civic  and  art  centres. 

“ The  Academy,  in  thus  affectionately  recording  their  testimony 
to  the  pleasant  and  kindly  relations  that  have  always  existed 
between  Mr.  Hay  and  themselves,  desire  to  express  most  cordially 
the  wish  that  he  may  long  enjoy  the  retirement  which  his  busy 
life  and  faithful  services  have  earned.” 

Signed  on  behalf  of  the  Academy, 

Hippolyte  J.  Blanc,  Deputy  President. 

Wm.  D.  M‘Kay,  Secretary. 

A similar  minute  was  recorded  in  reference  to  Mr. 
Hutchison,  and  copies  of  the  respective  minutes  were  sent 
to  the  retiring  officials. 

Further,  as  the  members  felt  that  some  expression  of 
the  appreciation  of  the  services  of  both  gentlemen  for  so 
long  a period  should  be  tendered  to  them,  it  was  suggested 
that  a piece  of  silver  plate,  with  a purse  of  sovereigns  be 
presented  to  each  of  them  at  a Private  View  of  the 
Exhibition,  to  which  the  Lord  Provost,  Magistrates,  and 
Town  Council  be  invited.  This  was  accordingly  done  in 
the  galleries  on  Friday,  1st  February,  when  a large  atten- 
dance of  Academy  Members,  and  of  the  Corporation  of 
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Edinburgh  were  present.  This  was  followed  by  an  after- 
noon Eeception  when  fully  six  hundred  ladies  and  gentle- 
men attended  on  the  invitation  of  the  President  and 
Council. 

Consequent  on  these  vacancies  Mr.  W.  D.  M‘Kay, 
and  Mr.  Hippolyte  J.  Blanc  were,  at  an  Assembly  of 
Academicians  held  11th  January,  elected  Secretary  and 
Treasurer  respectively,  and  Mr.  James  Hastings,  who  had 
acted  as  clerk  to  the  Academy  for  twenty-five  years, 
having  been  previously  appointed  Assistant-Secretary,  some 
re-adjustment  of  duties  was  effected. 

III.  At  a General  Assembly  held  on  4th  January  Sir 
Thomas  Drew,  P.E.H.A.,  John  S.  Sargent,  E.A.,  and  Auguste 
Eodin  were  elected  Honorary  Members. 

Your  Council  have  pleasure  in  recording  that  during 
the  course  of  the  year,  the  honour  of  Knighthood  was 
conferred  by  his  Majesty  on  William  Quiller  Orchardson, 
E.A.,  D.C.L.,  an  Honorary  Member,  who  has  for  more 
than  fifty  years  been  closely  associated  with  the  Scottish 
Academy  and  its  exhibitions. 

IV.  The  Curators  of  the  Library  report  as  follows : — 

“ As  for  some  years  past,  owing  to  circumstances  connected  with 
the  administration  of  the  Academy  during  the  period  in  which  the 
Exhibition  is  held,  the  Library  was  open  for  a very  limited  time, 
viz.,  on  Monday  evenings  from  26th  November  till  24th  December 
1906.  There  was  an  aggregate  attendance  of  24.  Again,  on  the 
corresponding  evenings  of  1907,  the  Secretary  or  Assistant-Secretary 
was  in  attendance,  but  it  was  not  thought  expedient  to  make  the 
usual  announcement  of  opening.  The  Curators  hope,  in  the  near 
future,  and  with  increased  accommodation,  to  give  greater  facilities  for 
the  consultation  of  the  books  and  works  of  Art  under  their  care. 

“The  books,  drawings,  prints,  etc.,  are  in  good  order  and 
catalogued  up  to  date.” 
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There  have  been  added  to  the  Library  the  following 
works : — 

“ The  Old  Castle  Vennel  of  Stirling  and  its  Occupants,  with  the 
Old  Brig  of  Stirling,”  by  G.  S.  Fleming,  F.S.A.  Scot.,  with  intro- 
ductory chapter  by  John  Honeyman,  Architect,  LL.D.,  R.S.A., 
Stirling,  1906.  Royal  4to. 

Presented  hy  Dr.  Honeyman,  R.S.A. 

‘‘  Volume  of  Life  School  Drawings,”  by  David  Scott,  R.S.A.  Folio. 

Presented  hy  Robert  Sanderson,  Esq. 

“ Illustrated  Catalogue  of  English  Embroidery  : Burlington  Fine 
Arts  Club.”  London,  1905.  Demy  folio. 

Presented  hy  Sir  Thomas  Gibson-Carmichael,  Bart. 

“ Landscape  Painting  and  Dutch  Artists,”  by  E.  B.  Greenshields, 
Esq.  New  York,  1906.  Demy  8vo. 

Presented  hy  the  Author. 

“The  Life  and  work  of  Auguste  Rodin,”  by  Frederick  Lawton, 
M.A.  London,  1906.  Demy  8vo. 

Presented  hy  D.  Y.  Cameron,  Esq.,  A.  R.S.A. 

“The  Life  of  Jesus  of  Nazareth”;  Eighty  Pictures  by  William 
Hole,  Esq.,  R.S.A.,  R.E.  Edition  de  Luxe.  London,  1906.  Sup. 
Royal  8vo. 

Presented  hy  Hippolyte  J.  Blanc,  Esq.,  R.S.A. 

“ Studies  in  the  History  and  Art  of  the  Eastern  Provinces  of  the 
Roman  Empire.  Written  for  the  Quater-centenary  of  the  Univer- 
sity of  Aberdeen,”  by  seven  of  its  Graduates.  Edited  by  W.  M. 
Ramsay,  Professor  of  Humanity  in  the  University.  Aberdeen,  1906. 
Sup.  Royal  4to. 

Presented  hy  the  Publications  Committee,  Aberdeen  University. 

“ University  of  Aberdeen  Quater-centenary  Celebrations.”  Sep- 
tember, 1906.  Crown  8vo. 

“Handbook  of  City  and  University.”  Aberdeen,  1906. 

Presented  hy  the  Publications  Committee,  Aberdeen  University. 

“Academy  Architecture  and  Architectural  Review.”  1907. 
Edited  by  Alexander  Koch,  Architect.  Sup.  Royal  8vo. 

Presented  hy  the  Editor. 
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“ Tin  Peintre  Paysan ; Souvenirs  et  Impressions,”  by  Jules 
Breton,  Membre  de  I’lnstitut.  Paris,  1896.  Fcap.  8vo. 

Presented  hy  W.  D.  M‘Kay,  Esq.,  R.S.A. 

“ Nineteenth  Century  Art,”  by  D.  J.  MacColl,  Esq.,  with  a chapter 
on  Fine  Art  Objects  by  Sir  Thomas  D.  Gibson-Carmichael,  Bart. 
Glasgow,  1902.  Demy  folio. 

Presented  hy  Sir  James  Guthrie,  P.E.S.A.,  LL.D. 

“ Exhibition  of  Early  German  Art,  Burlington  Fine  Arts  Club.” 
London,  1906.  Demy  folio. 

Presented  hy  Sir  Thomas  Gibson-Carmichal,  Bart. 

“ Charters  and  Documents  relating  to  the  City  of  Glasgow.” 
Vol.  II.,  1649-1707,  with  Appendix,  1434-1648.  Edited  by 
Sir  James  D.  Marwick,  LL.D.,  F.R.S.E.,  and  Robert  Renwick, 
Depute  Town  Clerk.  Glasgow,  1906.  Sup.  Royal  8vo. 

(Signed)  “E.  A.  Walton,  Curator  of  the  Library. 

W.  Birnie  Rhind,  Curator  of  the  Library. 

The  thanks  of  the  President  and  Council  were  duly  con- 
veyed to  the  respective  donors. 

The  following  addition  was  made  to  the  Academy’s 
collection  of  works  of  Art: — 

“ Portrait  of  Miss  Cranstoun,”  by  Sir  William  Quiller  Orchard- 
son,  R.A.,  PT. R.S.A. 

Bequeathed  hy  the  late  James  H.  Cranstoun,  Perth. 

V.  Report  by  the  Visitors  of  the  Life  School : — 

“The  Session  of  1906-1907  commenced  on  19th  November  1906, 
and  finished  on  28th  June  1907. 

“There  were  120  meetings  of  the  Class,  viz.,  62  evening  and 
58  morning  meetings;  and  the  aggregate  attendance  was  1442. 

“ The  Visitors  of  the  Life  School  have  pleasure  in  reporting  that 
the  standard  of  work  is  well  maintained,  excellent  study  is  shown  in 
the  work  of  the  students,  and  their  assiduity  and  conduct  deserves 
commendation. 

“The  President’s  monthly  prize  is  showing  a continued  and 
beneficial  effect  on  the  students  in  figure  composition. 
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‘‘The  number  of  students  on  the  roll  is  19,  and  the  average 
attendance  12. 

(Signed)  “J.  Campbell  Noble,  R.S.A. 

W.  Grant  Stevenson,  R.S.A. 

E.  A.  Walton,  R.S.A. 

Robt.  Burns,  A. R.S.A.” 

VI.  It  is  with  regret  that  the  Council  record  the 
deaths  of  an  Honorary  Member,  an  Associate,  and  an 
Honorary  Professor  of  the  Academy. 

Thomas  A.  Ferguson  Graham,  .ff.R.S.A.,  was  born  at  Kirk- 
wall in  1840.  His  father,  who  was  a Writer  to  the  Signet, 
died  at  an  early  age,  after  having  held  for  a short  time, 
in  succession  to  his  own  father,  the  position  of  Crown 
Chamberlain  of  Orkney.  Coming  early  to  Edinburgh  young 
Graham  showed,  during  boyhood,  a strongly  artistic  dis- 
position, and,  at  the  age  of  fifteen,  he  entered  the  Trustees 
Academy,  then  under  the  charge  of  Robert  Scott  Lauder. 
There  he  had  as  fellow- students  many  who  have  since 
added  lustre  to  Scottish  art,  and,  alike  at  the  Antique 
and  Life  classes,  and  later  in  the  Sketching  Club  composed 
mostly  of  Lauder’s  pupils,  “ Tom  Graham  ” gave  promise 
of  a brilliant  future. 

He  exhibited  first  at  the  Scottish  Academy  in  1859, 
but  it  was  not  till  three  years  later,  after  a visit  to  the 
Continent  with  his  friends  Pettie  and  Chalmers,  that  his 
talent  asserted  itself  strongly  in  two  Brittany  subjects,  and 
especially  in  a study  of  a girl  in  Eastern  dress  entitled 
“Idle  Hours.”  In  1863  he  removed  to  London,  where  for 
some  time  he  shared  a house  in  Eitzroy  Square  with 
W.  Q.  Orchardson  and  John  Pettie.  Absorbed  in  the 
struggle  for  recognition  in  the  wider  field,  for  a year  or  two 
Graham’s  name  is  absent  from  our  catalogues,  but  from 
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1867  onwards  the  Scottish  Academy’s  exhibitions  have 
only  once  been  without  some  example  of  his  refined  and 
sensitive  art ; a constancy  which  the  Academy  recognised 
by  electing  him  to  its  Honorary  Membership  in  1883. 
His  contributions  to  London  exhibitions  commenced  with 
“ A Sad  Heart  on  a Merry  Day,”  shown  at  the  Eoyal 
Academy  in  1863,  and  continued  through  a long  series  of 
pictures  dealing  with  domestic,  rural,  and  seafaring  life. 
More  unequal  in  merit  than  the  work  of  most  artists  of 
his  attainments,  many  of  these  were  of  quite  idyllic  charm 
— with  at  times  a note  of  pathos  or  even  of  tragedy — and 
of  rare  artistic  accomplishment.  “ A Young  Bohemian,” 
“ The  Laird’s  Pew,”  “ Sorrow  in  the  Tent,”  belong  to  his 
earlier  period.  “ The  Clang  of  the  Wooden  Shoon,”  “ The 
Lighthouse — A Passing  Salute,”  and  “ The  Last  Boat  ” are 
works  of  his  prime ; whilst  “ Harbour  Steps,”  “ Thou  art 
thy  Mother’s  Glass,”  “ Beranger  and  Lisette,”  and  others, 
show  Graham’s  faculties  unimpaired  to  the  end.  A visit 
to  Venice  in  1864  and  a longer  stay  in  Morocco  during 
the  eighties  are  reflected  in  contemporary  works ; whilst, 
towards  the  close  of  his  career,  portraiture  not  infrequently 
engaged  his  attention. 

His  fine  presence  and  singular  charm  of  personality 
endeared  Graham  to  an  unusually  large  circle  of  friends 
within  and  beyond  the  ranks  of  the  profession,  and  to  all 
interested  in  Scottish  Painting  his  death,  on  24th  December 
1906,  created  a blank,  difficult  to  fill,  in  the  ranks  of  those 
who,  though  practising  in  London,  have  remained  distinc- 
tively Scottish  in  their  art. 

A native  of  Blairgowrie,  where  he  was  born  in  1839, 
David  Farquharson,  A.E.S.A.,  A.E.A.,  first  contributed  to 
the  Scottish  Academy  Exhibition  in  1868.  Though  the 
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subject  was  from  Solway  side — a district  to  which  he  fre- 
quently returns  in  after-years — his  early  pictures  deal 
mostly  with  that  border  land  of  Perth  and  Forfar  shires 
adjoining  his  native  town.  After  his  removal  to  Edinburgh, 
about  1872,  his  subjects  are  less  localised,  as  is  evidenced 
by  such  titles  as  “The  Last  Furrow,”  1878  ; “Noonday 
Eest,”  1879  ; “Sheep-plunging,”  1880;  the  first-named  of 
which  received  wide  publicity,  having  been  purchased  and 
engraved  by  the  Eoyal  Association.  In  1882  he  was  elected 
Associate  of  the  Eoyal  Scottish  Academy,  and  about  that 
time  “ The  Links  of  Forth,”  “ The  Prisons  of  the  Bass,”  and 
one  or  two  Dutch  subjects  marked  his  artistic  progress. 

About  1887  Mr.  Farquharson  removed  to  London,  and 
after  a residence  of  some  years  there,  partly  for  health 
reasons,  he  made  his  residence  in  Cornwall.  But  his  visits 
to  Scotland  were  frequent,  and  to  the  close  his  pictures 
illustrate  the  scenery  of  his  native  country,  as  well  as  that 
of  his  adopted  home  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Penzance. 
From  the  date  of  his  going  south  he  was  a regular  exhibitor 
at  the  Eoyal  Academy,  where  his  work  soon  attracted  the 
attention  of  Art  lovers  in  the  metropolis.  In  1879  his 
picture  “ In  a Fog  ” was  purchased  by  the  Trustees  of  the 
Chantrey  Fund,  a distinction  which  was  also  accorded  to 
the  more  important  “ Birnam  Wood,”  exhibited  in  1906. 

Mr.  Farquharson  owed  little  to  Art  training.  The  fact 
that  he  was  over  thirty  before  leaving  his  native  district 
sufficiently  accounts  for  this ; and  it  was  the  more  remark- 
able that  his  work  shows  a continuous  development,  his 
ablest  pictures  belonging  to  his  last  years.  That  which 
brought  him  the  Associateship  of  the  Eoyal  Academy, 
“ Full  Moon  and  Spring  Tide,”  was  exhibited  at  Burlington 
House — where  it  occupied  a centre  in  the  great  room — as 
late  as  1904.  “ The  Pilchard  Season  ” and  “ Dark  Tintagel  ” 
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were  his  two  last  exhibited  works.  He  died  at  Birnam, 
Perthshire,  on  12th  July. 

Emeritus-Professor  Masson,  LL.D.,  jff.R.S.A.,  who  died 
on  6th  October,  had  occupied  the  Academy’s  Hon.  Chair  of 
Ancient  Literature  since  1896,  when  he  was  appointed  to 
succeed  the  late  Professor  Blackie.  Born  at  Aberdeen  in 
1822,  and  educated  at  the  Grammar  School  and  Marischall 
College  there,  and  at  the  University  of  Edinburgh,  David 
Masson  was  one  of  the  most  notable  figures  in  the  literary 
world  during  the  middle  and  later  decades  of  the  nineteenth 
century.  His  work  was  prolific  and  versatile,  ranging  from 
his  Life  of  John  Milton,  through  a long  series  of  publications, 
biographical  and  critical,  to  those  lighter  sketches  and 
reminiscences  which  so  delightfully — and  always  sym- 
pathetically— portray  the  literary  and  social  life  of  a bygone 
time.  These,  with  his  professorial  labours  in  London  and 
Edinburgh  successively  for  over  forty  years,  and  his  in- 
timacy with  many  of  the  most  distinguished  writers  of  his 
day,  gave  David  Masson  a unique  position  in  recent  English 
Literature.  With  artists  also  of  two  generations,  both 
north  and  south  of  the  Tweed,  from  Thomas  Duncan  to 
Hunt  and  Millais,  Professor  Masson  had  interesting  associa- 
tions, and  when,  on  his  retirement  from  the  duties  of  his 
chair  in  1895,  his  many  friends  presented  him  with  his 
portrait,  the  artist  selected  was  a fellow-townsman  and  a 
friend  of  his  later  years,  Sir  George  Reid,  then  President 
of  the  Scottish  Academy. 

VII.  References  were  made  in  last  year’s  Report  to  the 
exhibition  of  the  “ Rokeby  Venus,”  which,  by  the  courtesy 
of  the  Committee  of  the  National  Arts  Collection  Fund, 
was  shown  for  a short  period  at  the  Academy’s  rooms  in 
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March  1906,  and  to  that  of  works  by  the  late  G.  F.  Watts 
during  the  closing  months  of  1905.  In  reverting  to  these 
your  Council  desire  to  express  their  very  special  thanks  to 
Mr.  Lockett  Agnew  for  his  valuable  services  in  connection 
with  the  former,  and  to  Mr.  Croal  Thomson  for  his  exertions 
in  securing  for  them  the  Watts  Collection. 

The  Council  desire  also  to  note  a matter  inadvertently 
neglected  last  year,  viz.  their  appreciation  of  the  support 
given  by  the  President  and  Council  of  the  Scottish  Artists’ 
Benevolent  Association  in  obtaining  the  “Eokeby  Venus.” 
A donation  from  the  proceeds  of  its  exhibition  was  for- 
warded for  the  benefit  of  the  Fund. 

JAMES  GUTHPJE. 

President. 


Royal  Scottish  Academy, 
Wth  March  1908. 
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At  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Koyal  Scottish  Academy 
of  Painting,  Sculpture,  and  Architecture,  held  in  the 
Library  of  the  Academy  on  Wednesday,  the  11th  of 
March  1908,  the  Office-bearers  were  elected,  and  the 
Council  declared  for  the  ensuing  year,  as  follows  : — 


(UTouncil. 


Sir  JAMES  GUTHKTE,  President. 


C.  MARTIN  HARDIE,  Esq. 

W.  GRANT  STEVENSON,  Esq. 
HIPPOLYTE  J.  BLANC,  Esq. 

W.  D.  M‘KAY, 


P.  W ADAM,  Esq. 

G.  OGILVY  REID,  Esq. 

J.  CAMPBELL  NOBLE,  Esq. 
Esq.,  Secretary. 


HIPPOLYTE  J.  BLANC,  Esq.,  Tkkasdrer. 


C.  MARTIN  HARDIE,  Esq., 

G.  OGILVY  REID,  Esq., 

C.  MARTIN  HARDIE,  Esq., 

W.  GRANT  STEVENSON,  Esq., 


I Auditors. 

> Curators  op  Library. 


J.  CAMPBELL  NOBLE,  Esq., 

E.  A.  WALTON,  Esq., 

W.  GRANT  STEVENSON,  Esq., 
ROBERT  BURNS,  Esq., 


Visitors  of  the  Life  School. 
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